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WORLD
NGO DAY

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVE HUMANITY SELFLESSLY
Written By: Sarah Afzal

Every year, 27 February is celebrated as World NGO Day across the globe. This day honors
the valuable work done by Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in improving society
and helping people in need. NGOs play an important role in areas like education, health,
poverty reduction, human rights, women empowerment, disaster relief, and environmental
protection. World NGO Day gives us a chance to recognize, appreciate, and support NGOs
and the people who work selflessly to make the world a better place.

History of World NGO Day

World NGO Day was officially recognized in 2010 and first celebrated internationally in 2014.
The idea behind this day was to give global recognition to NGOs and their contributions to
society. International bodies like the United Nations support the role of NGOs because they
help achieve global goals such as peace, development, equality, and sustainable.

How World NGO Day Is Celebrated

World NGO Day is celebrated around the world to honor the work of Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and to encourage people to take part in social welfare activities. The
day is marked through different activities at local, national, and international levels.

1. Awareness Programs and Seminars

Many NGOs, universities, and social organizations arrange seminars, workshops, and
conferences. These events discuss social issues such as poverty, education, health, human
rights, and climate change, and highlight how NGOs are working to solve them.

2. Public Events and Campaigns

NGOs organize walks, rallies, exhibitions, and awareness campaigns to educate the public.
Posters, banners, and street plays are used to spread messages about social responsibility
and community service.

3. Appreciation of NGOs and Volunteers

On this day, NGOs and volunteers are recognized and appreciated for their dedication.
Awards, certificates, and appreciation ceremonies are held to motivate volunteers and social
workers.

4. Community Service Activities

Many NGOs arrange free medical camps, blood donation drives, cleanliness campaigns, and
tree plantation activities. These activities show practical ways to serve society.

5. Social Media Campaigns

People and organizations share stories, videos, and messages on social media using
hashtags like #WorldNGODay. This helps spread awareness and encourages global
participation.

Why World NGO Day is Important

World NGO Day reminds us that positive change is possible when people work together. It
highlights:

The contribution of volunteers, the power of collective action, the importance of compassion
and humanity.

This day also encourages governments, businesses, and citizens to support NGOs and work in
partnership for sustainable development. World NGO Day inspires students and youth to
become active citizens and contribute to social change.

Conclusion

World NGO Day, celebrated on 27 February, is a tribute to all NGOs and volunteers who work
selflessly for humanity. NGOs are a symbol of hope, working to make the world more just,
peaceful, and sustainable. On this day, we should appreciate their efforts and reflect on how
each of us can contribute to society in our own way.
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INTERNATIONAL
CHILDHOOD
CANCER DAY

BETTER SURVIVAL IS ACHIEVABLE: THROUGH SUPPORT, RESEARCH & CARE

Written by Igra Tariq

International Childhood Cancer Day (ICCD) is observed every year on 15 February to raise
global awareness about childhood cancer and to express support for children and
adolescents battling the disease, as well as for their families, caregivers, and medical teams.
The day was launched by Childhood Cancer International (CCl), a global network of
organizations working towards improving the lives of young cancer patients. Childhood
cancer, though relatively rare compared to adult cancers, remains one of the leading causes
of death in children worldwide. Every year, thousands of children are diagnosed with
leukemia, brain tumors, lymphomas, and other forms of cancer. International Childhood
Cancer Day highlights the urgent need for early detection, access to quality treatment,
emotional support, and global cooperation to improve survival and reduce suffering.

Theme of International Childhood Cancer Day 2026

“Better Survival Is Achievable: Through Support, Research & Care.”

This theme emphasizes the importance of providing comprehensive care to every child with
cancer no matter where they live. It highlights the need for:

e Equal access to diagnosis and treatment

e Improved research and innovation

e Strong emotional and psychological support

e Awareness to reduce stigma and fear

e Partnerships between governments, hospitals, and global organizations

Importance of World Cancer Day

This day plays a key role in building awareness and hope for young cancer patients and their
families. It highlights that childhood cancer is not only a health issue but also a social,
emotional, and economic challenge. Worldwide, the survival rate for childhood cancer varies
widely—over 80% in high-income countries but sometimes less than 30% in low-income
regions. ICCD helps remind the world that every child deserves the chance to survive, grow,
learn, and live a healthy life.

Challenges Faced by Children With Cancer

o Limited access to specialized treatment centers
High cost of medicines and therapies

Late diagnosis due to lack of awareness
Emotional stress, anxiety, and isolation

Long and painful treatment processes

Social stigma in some communities

Conclusion

International Childhood Cancer Day reminds us that childhood cancer is a shared global
responsibility. By raising awareness, supporting research, strengthening healthcare systems,
and standing beside affected children and their families, we can improve survival rates and
quality of life. Every child, regardless of where they are born, deserves timely diagnosis,
proper treatment, emotional care, and hope for a healthy future. Together, through unity,
compassion, and action, better survival for children with cancer is truly achievable.
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KASHMIR
SOLIDARITY DAY

STANDING UNITED FOR JUSTICE, FREEDOM, AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Written By Sarah Afzal

Kashmir Solidarity Day is observed every year on 5th February to express unwavering unity
and support with the people of Kashmir in their just struggle for the right of self-
determination. On this day, people raise their voices against the continuous human rights
violations in Indian-occupied Kashmir and reaffirm their moral, political, and diplomatic
support for the Kashmiri people. This day serves as a powerful reminder to the world of the
unresolved Kashmir issue and the urgent need for a peaceful and just solution in accordance
with international law.

History and Origin

Kashmir Solidarity Day was first observed in 1990 with the aim of highlighting the hardships
and sufferings faced by the Kashmiri people. The observance was initiated to keep the
Kashmir issue alive at both national and international forums. Since then, this day has been
commemorated annually to demonstrate solidarity with Kashmiris and to demand justice,
freedom, and the implementation of United Nations resolutions concerning Kashmir.

Significance of Kashmir Solidarity Day

Kashmir Solidarity Day holds immense importance in the context of peace, justice, and
human rights. Its major significance includes:

1. Support for Human Rights

This day sheds light on the grave human rights violations faced by Kashmiris, including
restrictions on basic freedoms, unlawful violence, and systemic injustice.

2. International Awareness

It draws the attention of the global community toward the long-standing Kashmir dispute
and urges international organizations and world leaders to play an active role in resolving the
issue peacefully.

3. Unity and National Spirit

The observance strengthens national unity and reinforces the moral responsibility of people
to stand with the oppressed Kashmiri population in their struggle for dignity and freedom.

How Kashmir Solidarity Day is Observed

Kashmir Solidarity Day is marked with dignity and seriousness through various peaceful and
awareness-raising activities:

Rallies and Processions:

Peaceful rallies and solidarity walks are organized to demonstrate support for the Kashmiri
people.

Seminars and Conferences:

Educational institutions and organizations arrange seminars and discussions to explore the
history of Kashmir and possible solutions to the conflict.

Media Programs:

Special television and radio programs, documentaries, and talk shows are aired to raise
public awareness.

Human Chains:

People form human chains to symbolize unity, compassion, and solidarity with Kashmiris.

Conclusion

Kashmir Solidarity Day is not merely a symbolic observance; it is a reaffirmation of
commitment to the Kashmiri people's ongoing struggle for freedom, justice, and human
dignity. It calls upon the international community to acknowledge their suffering and to work
sincerely toward a peaceful and fair resolution of the Kashmir issue. On this day, people
renew their pledge to stand with Kashmiris until they are granted their legitimate and
internationally recognized rights.

“Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed.”
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RANDOM ACTS OF
KINDNESS DAY

V V v ~ KINDNESS WITHOUT BORDERS: FROM NORWAY TO PAKISTAN

Y Written By: Guncha Naeem

On Random Acts of Kindness Day, SCOON proudly celebrates the spirit of compassion that
transcends geography—Llinking our Norwegian roots to our mission across Pakistan. For

people living in poverty and with disabilities, even the smallest act of kindness is more than a

gesture; it is often a lifeline.

O One The SCOON Mission
Founded in Norway, SCOON was built on a simple yet powerful belief: every individual
deserves dignity, care, and opportunity.
Today, our work is centered in Pakistan, where we strive to uplift underserved communities
by providing essential resources, medical assistance, and—most importantly—a voice to
people living with disabilities who are too often unheard.

Why Your Kindness Matters

In many parts of Pakistan, physical or mental disabilities can lead to isolation, discrimination,
and silence. A single random act of kindness has the power to challenge these barriers and
create lasting change.
e Financial Support: Even modest donations can provide life-changing mobility aids such as
wheelchairs and walking supports.
e Social Inclusion: Spending time with a neighbor living with a disability helps dismantle
stigma and nurtures belonging.
o Empowerment: Kindness restores confidence—encouraging individuals to step forward,
participate fully, and pursue their dreams.

How You Can Help Today

1.Assist with Mobility: Help someone cross a busy street or navigate an inaccessible
entrance.

2.Donate Essentials: A warm meal or clothing can ease the burden on families facing both
poverty and disability.

3.Share a Story: Our monthly magazine amplifies real voices. Share the story of a local hero
and inspire a ripple of kindness.

Conclusion

Random Acts of Kindness Day reminds us that meaningful change does not always require
grand gestures—sometimes, it begins with a simple act of care. From our roots in Norway to
our mission across Pakistan, SCOON stands as a bridge of compassion, proving that kindness
knows no borders.

When we choose empathy, inclusion, and support for people living with disabilities, we build
stronger communities and a more humane society. Let us carry the spirit of this day beyond
17 February—turning kindness into a daily habit and hope into a shared responsibility.
Together, we can shape a Pakistan where dignity, respect, and opportunity are within
everyone's reach.

“Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.”
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INTERNATIONAL

MOTHER LANGUAGE
DAY

THE VOICE OF THE HEART: INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

Written By: Guncha Naeem

Every year on 21 February, SCOON Magazine commemorates International Mother Language
Day. As an organization rooted in Norway and dedicated to serving the resilient communities
of Pakistan, we understand that language is far more than a tool of communication—it is the
foundation of identity, inclusion, and human dignity.

Why Language Matters for Inclusion

For individuals living with disabilities or in poverty, being heard and understood in their

mother tongue is not a privilege—it is a necessity. Whether it is Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto,

Balochi, or Urdu, speaking one's native language creates a sense of belonging, emotional

comfort, and confidence.

e Access to Healthcare: Understanding medical guidance in one's own language can be
lifesaving.

e Education: Children with disabilities learn more effectively when taught in the language
spoken at home.

o Dignity and Identity: Preserving a person's mother language honors their heritage, history,
and self-worth.

SCOON's Commitment

At SCOON, we bridge the distance between our Norwegian roots and our mission in Pakistan.
We believe that true empowerment begins with meaningful communication. By promoting
and respecting local languages, we ensure that no individual—regardless of physical ability
or financial circumstance—is ignored, misunderstood, or silenced.

How to Celebrate International Mother Language Day

1.Read a Local Story: Explore a book, poem, or article written in a regional Pakistani
language.
2. Teach a Word: Share a beautiful word from your mother tongue with someone from a
different cultural background.
3.Support Accessible Content: Advocate for sign language interpretation and braille
resources in local languages to support persons with disabilities.
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head.
If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart."
— Nelson Mandela

Conclusion

On this International Mother Language Day, let us do more than celebrate languages—let us
protect them. Every language carries the voice, memory, and dignity of its people. When we
choose to listen, learn, and communicate in the languages closest to people's hearts, we take
a meaningful step toward a more inclusive, compassionate, and just society.

By honoring our roots today, we empower every voice for tomorrow.
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CONTINULS

One helpmg hand one

Wheelchair Project

i BANK AC: 0539.66.35242
Kafalat Project

Rozgar Scheme for PWDs DONATIONS IN DENMARK
Vocational Courses for PWDs MOBILEPAY 3293WV
Empowerment Project for Women DONATIONS IN SWEDEN
School Uniform Distribution SWISH: 071 426 9600

Food /Ramzan Packages
INTERNATIONAL DONATIONS

E-Magazine . IBAN: NO7305396635242
Intellectual Awareness Seminars BIC/SWIFT:DNBANOKKXXX
Donation in Norway For Website Follow Us on Instagram Follow Us on Facebook
0O i o (@)
R ! : u;-
0 ' Rk

SCOON - MAI-(ING A DIFFERENCE

EVERY ENDING IS A NEW BEGINNING — AND YOU ARE THE START.

. SEND YOUR SUCCESS STORIES / ARTICLE AT
P@®J Bin ADMIN@SCOON.ORG
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